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the University of Oklahoma. And we are sorry
about Bradford’s shoulder. 

Senator David L. Boren. Thank you. [Laugh-
ter] Thank you, sir.

The President. I look forward to working with
Chuck and David in their new roles. They will
report to me, they will have my full support,
and they will have the full cooperation of my
National Security Council staff and the organi-
zations represented here.

We are off to a good start with this meeting
by welcoming the press, which past advisory
boards have rarely done. Now, that’s a reflec-
tion of my administration’s commitment to
transparency and open government, even, when
appropriate, on matters of national security and
intelligence.

In the near future, I’ll be naming additional
members to the board. I look forward to Chuck,
David, and these men and women around the
table for their candid and unvarnished advice
on the quality and accuracy of our intelligence
and the effectiveness of our intelligence com-
munity.

Our work is clear. The organizations repre-
sented here have made real progress in recent
years. But we all agree that more needs to be

done to improve the collection of intelligence,
to ensure that analysis reaches senior decision-
makers in a timely way, and to provide strong
oversight to ensure that our intelligence activi-
ties are consistent with our democratic values
and with the rule of law.

And the American people—and the men and
women of our intelligence community as
well—deserve nothing less. As I’ve said in my
recent visits to the National Counterterrorism
Center and the Joint Terrorism Task Force, we
are extraordinarily grateful to them for the hard
work, without any fanfare, that they do to keep
the American people safe. 

That’s what I’m committed to doing as Presi-
dent, and that’s why I want to again thank Sena-
tors Hagel and Boren for agreeing to serve in
this capacity. I think they are going to be a in-
valuable resource to all of us sitting around the
table.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Tom Hagel, brother of
Sen. Charles T. Hagel; and Sam Bradford,
quarterback, University of Oklahoma Sooners. 

Remarks on Signing the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2010
October 28, 2009

Thank you. Please, everybody, be seated.
Good afternoon. I have often said that meeting
our greatest challenges would require not only
changing policies in Washington but changing
the way business is done in Washington, that it
would require a Government that’s more effi-
cient and effective and less influenced by lobby-
ists and parochial politics. And I’m pleased to
say that when it comes to the defense bill I’m
about to sign into law, we’ve taken some impor-
tant steps towards that goal.

I want to acknowledge my outstanding Vice
President, Joe Biden. Attorney General Eric
Holder is here. And all Members of Congress
who are joining us here today, thank you very
much for your outstanding work. You can give

Members of Congress a round of applause as
well. 

As Commander in Chief, I will always do
whatever it takes to keep the American people
safe, to defend this Nation. And that’s why this
bill provides for the best military in the history
of the world. It reaffirms our commitment to
our brave men and women in uniform and our
wounded warriors. It expands family leave
rights for the family members of our troops and
veterans. And it makes investments in the capa-
bilities necessary to meet 21st-century challeng-
es.

But I have always rejected the notion that we
have to waste billions of dollars of taxpayer
money to keep this Nation secure. In fact, I
think that wasting these dollars makes us less
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secure. And that’s why we have passed a de-
fense bill that eliminates some of the waste
and inefficiency in our defense process, re-
forms that will better protect our Nation, bet-
ter protect our troops, and save taxpayers tens
of billions of dollars.

Now, at the outset, let me just say that this
effort would not have been possible without an
extraordinary Secretary of Defense. And so I
want to thank publicly Bob Gates for his ser-
vice to our Nation.

Having served under eight Presidents of
both parties, this is a man who understands
that our defense budget isn’t about politics, it’s
about the security of our country, and who
knows that every dollar wasted is a dollar we
can’t spend to care for our troops or protect
the homeland.

And over the last several months, he took
that fight to Congress. He challenged conven-
tional thinking, and he emerged with several
critical victories. So on behalf of the American
people, I want to thank you, Bob, for your ex-
traordinary efforts.

Now, Bob couldn’t have been successful
had it not been for the next person I want to
introduce, Admiral Mike Mullen, the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He provided
wise counsel and stood with us in our efforts to
initiate reform, even though it probably occa-
sionally caused some heartburn inside of the
Pentagon as well, because change is hard. And
so I’m very grateful for his leadership and ex-
cellent work. Please give Mike a big round of
applause.

And finally, I want to thank the Members of
Congress, particularly Senators Carl Levin and
John McCain and Congressmen Ike Skelton
and Buck McKeon. As the chairmen and rank-
ing members of their respective committees,
they did an outstanding job.

Now, this bill isn’t perfect. This bill is an im-
portant step forward, but it’s just a first step.
There’s still more waste we need to cut. There
are still more fights that we need to win.
Changing the culture in Washington will take
time and sustained effort. And that’s why Sec-
retary Gates and I will continue waging these
battles in the months and years ahead.

But I will say that when Secretary Gates and
I first proposed going after some of these
wasteful projects, there were a lot of people in
this town who didn’t think it was possible, who
were certain we were going to lose, who were
certain that we would get steamrolled, who ar-
gued that the special interests were too en-
trenched and that Washington was simply too
set in its ways.

And so I think it’s important to note today
we have proven them wrong. Today we’re put-
ting an end to some wasteful projects that law-
makers have tried to kill for years. And we’re
doing this because Secretary Gates and I both
know that we can’t build the 21st-century mili-
tary we need unless we fundamentally reform
the way our defense establishment does busi-
ness. The Government Accountability Office,
the GAO, has looked into 96 major defense
projects from the last year and found cost
overruns that totaled $296 billion, an amount
of money that would have paid our troops’ sal-
aries and provided benefits for their families
for more than a year. 

And we all know where this kind of waste
comes from: indefensible, no-bid contracts
that cost taxpayers billions and make contrac-
tors rich; special interests and their exotic
projects that are years behind schedule and
billions over budget; entrenched lobbyists
pushing weapons that even our military says it
doesn’t want and doesn’t need; the impulse in
Washington to win political points back home
by building things that we don’t need at costs
we can’t afford. This waste would be unaccept-
able at any time, but at a time when we’re
fighting two wars and facing a serious deficit,
it’s inexcusable, it’s unconscionable. It’s an af-
front to the American people and to our
troops, and it has to stop. 

And already I’ve put an end to unnecessary
no-bid contracts. I signed bipartisan legislation
to reform defense procurement so weapons
systems don’t spin out of control. And even as
we made critical investments in the equipment
and weapons our troops do need, we’re elimi-
nating tens of billions of dollars in waste we
don’t need. So no longer will we be spending
nearly $2 billion to buy more F–22 fighter jets
that the Pentagon says they don’t need. This
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bill also terminates troubled and massively over
budget programs such as the Future Combat
Systems, the Airborne Lasers, the Combat
Search and Rescue helicopter, and a new Presi-
dential helicopter that costs nearly as much as
Air Force One. I won’t be flying on that. 

At the same time, we accelerated or in-
creased weapons programs needed to confront
real and growing threats: the Joint Strike Fight-
er, the Littoral Combat Ship, and more helicop-
ters and reconnaissance support for our troops
at the front.

And this bill also reduces waste and fraud in
our contracting system, as well as our reliance
on private contractors for jobs that Federal em-
ployees have the expertise and the training to
do.

So today I’m pleased to say that we have
proved that change is possible. It may not come
quickly, or all at once, but if you push hard
enough, it does come eventually. 

Now, speaking of that, there is one more
long-awaited change contained within this legis-
lation that I’ll be talking about a little more later
today. After more than a decade of opposition
and delay, we’ve passed inclusive hate crimes
legislation to help protect our citizens from vio-

lence based on what they look like, who they
love, how they pray, or who they are. 

I promised Judy Shepard, when she saw me
in the Oval Office, that this day would come,
and I’m glad that she and her husband Dennis
could join us for this event. I’m also honored to
have the family of the late Senator Ted Kenne-
dy, who fought so hard for this legislation. And
Vicki and Patrick, Kara, everybody who’s here, I
just want you all to know how proud we are of
the work that Ted did to help this day—make
this day possible. So—and thank you for joining
us here today.

So with that, I’m going to sign this piece of
legislation. Thank you all for doing a great job.
All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:42 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dennis and Judy Shepard, par-
ents of Matthew Shepard, who was attacked
and killed in October 1998; and Victoria R.
Kennedy, wife, Patrick J. Kennedy, son, and
Kara Kennedy Allen, daughter, of former Sen.
Edward M. Kennedy. S. 1390, approved Octo-
ber 28, was assigned Public Law No. 111–84.

Remarks on the Enactment of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate
Crimes Prevention Act
October 28, 2009

Hello, everybody. Good to see you. Yes.
Thank you so much, and welcome to the White
House. There are several people here that I
want to just make mention of because they
helped to make today possible: we’ve got Attor-
ney General Eric Holder and the Department
of Justice crowd; a champion of this legislation
and a great Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi;
my dear friend, senior Senator from the great
State of Illinois, Dick Durbin; the outstanding
chairman of Armed Services, Carl Levin; Sena-
tor Arlen Specter; chairman of the Judiciary
Committee in the House, Representative John
Conyers; Representative Barney Frank; Repre-
sentative Tammy Baldwin; Representative Jerry
Nadler; Representative Jared Polis; all the

Members of Congress who are here today. We
thank you.

Mr. David Bohnett and Mr. Tom Gregory
and the David Bohnett Foundation—they are
partners for this reception—thank you so much,
guys, for helping to host this; and finally and
most importantly, because these were really the
spearheads of this effort, Dennis, Judy, and Lo-
gan Shepard, as well as Betty Byrd Boatner and
Louvon Harris, sisters of James Byrd, Jr. To all
the activists, all the organizers, all the people
who helped make this day happen, thank you
for your years of advocacy and activism, pushing
and protesting that made this victory possible.

You know, as a nation we’ve come far on the
journey towards a more perfect union. And to-
day, we’ve taken another step forward. This


	Remarks at a Virtual Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Annandale, Virginia
	July 1, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Business Leaders and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 2, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 2, 2009

	Statement on the 45th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act
	July 2, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 4, 2009

	Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
	July 4, 2009

	Interview With ITAR–TASS/Rossiya TV
	July 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Moscow, Russia
	July 6, 2009

	Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian Federation on Afghanistan
	July 6, 2009

	Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian Federation on Missile Defense Issues
	July 6, 2009

	Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian Federation on Nuclear Cooperation
	July 6, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Moscow
	July 6, 2009

	Interview With AllAfrica.com
	July 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks at a Graduation Ceremony at the New Economic School in Moscow, Russia
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks at the Parallel Business Summit in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks at the Parallel Civil Society Summit in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Statement on Health Care Reform
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With Opposition Leaders in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Joint Understanding by President Barack H. Obama and President Dmitry A. Medvedev on the START Follow-on Treaty
	July 6, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Giorgio Napolitano in Rome, Italy
	July 8, 2009

	Telephone Remarks to the Influenza Preparedness Summit in Bethesda, Maryland
	July 9, 2009

	Remarks on the Declaration by the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate Change in L’Aquila, Italy
	July 9, 2009

	Declaration by the Leaders of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate
	July 9, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in L’Aquila, Italy
	July 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President John Evans Atta Mills of Ghana in Accra, Ghana
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks at La General Hospital in Accra
	July 11, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks to the Ghanaian Parliament in Accra
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks Following a Tour of Cape Coast Castle in Cape Coast, Ghana
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks Prior to Departure from Accra, Ghana
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of Regina M. Benjamin To Be Surgeon General and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 13, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 Major League Soccer Champion Columbus Crew
	July 13, 2009

	Remarks in a Discussion on Urban and Metropolitan Policy
	July 13, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 14, 2009

	Remarks at Macomb Community College in Warren, Michigan
	July 14, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 14, 2009

	Statement on the Reelection of President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia
	July 14, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
	July 14, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	July 15, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 15, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Education Reform Legislation
	July 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Holmdel, New Jersey
	July 16, 2009

	Remarks at a Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Holmdel
	July 16, 2009

	Statement on the American Medical Association’s Support for Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 16, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Designating Emergency Funds To Enhance Capabilities To Combat the Global Influenza Outbreak
	July 16, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
	July 16, 2009

	Remarks Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the NAACP in New York City
	July 16, 2009

	Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Jakarta, Indonesia
	July 17, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Walter L. Cronkite
	July 17, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 18, 2009

	Remarks at the Children’s National Medical Center
	July 20, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Crewmembers of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing
	July 20, 2009

	Statement on a Meeting With Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
	July 20, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the United States-India Nuclear Cooperation Approval and Nonproliferation Enhancement Act
	July 20, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	July 21, 2009

	Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating Country Music
	July 21, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq
	July 22, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Pay-As-You-Go Legislation
	July 22, 2009

	The President’s News Conference
	July 22, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Shaker Heights, Ohio
	July 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Chicago, Illinois
	July 23, 2009

	Remarks at the Department of Education
	July 24, 2009

	Remarks Prior to Press Secretary Robert L. Gibbs’s Briefing
	July 24, 2009

	Remarks on Signing a Proclamation Honoring the 19th Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act
	July 24, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 25, 2009

	Remarks at the United States-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue
	July 27, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 Women’s National Basketball Association Champion Detroit Shock
	July 27, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception Honoring World Ambassadors
	July 27, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session
	July 28, 2009

	Statement on the 56th Anniversary of National Korean War Armistice Day
	July 28, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Raleigh, North Carolina
	July 29, 2009

	Statement on Congressional Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 29, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Food Safety Legislation
	July 30, 2009

	Statement on a Discussion With Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Sergeant James Crowley
	July 30, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Actions of Certain Persons To Undermine the Sovereignty of Lebanon or Its Democratic Processes and Institutions
	July 30, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 30, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	July 31, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Fund the CAR Allowance Rebate System
	July 31, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 1, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	August 1, 2009

	Statement on the Recovery of the Remains of Captain Michael S. “Scott” Speicher in Iraq
	August 2, 2009

	Remarks at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia
	August 3, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah of Kuwait
	August 3, 2009

	Remarks on the Release of American Journalists by North Korea
	August 5, 2009

	Remarks at Monaco RV, LLC, in Wakarusa, Indiana
	August 5, 2009

	Videotaped Remarks to the African Growth and Opportunity Act Forum
	August 5, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of John V. Roos To Be Ambassador to Japan
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks on Senate Confirmation of Sonia M. Sotomayor as a Supreme Court Associate Justice and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 6, 2009

	Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation to Fund the CAR Allowance Rebate System
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Gubernatorial Candidate R. Creigh Deeds in McLean, Virginia
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate R. Creigh Deeds in McLean
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	August 7, 2009

	Statement on 11th Anniversary of the Embassy Terrorist Attacks in Kenya and Tanzania
	August 7, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 8, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada in Guadalajara, Mexico
	August 10, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama, President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico, and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada
	August 10, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama, President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico, and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada on Climate Change and Clean Energy
	August 10, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama, President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico, and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada on the Global Influenza Outbreak
	August 10, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Portsmouth, New Hampshire
	August 11, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Eunice Kennedy Shriver
	August 11, 2009

	Statement on the Detention of Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma
	August 11, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception Honoring Supreme Court Associate Justice Sonia M. Sotomayor
	August 12, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom
	August 12, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of Emergency Regarding Export Control Regulations
	August 13, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year 2010 for the Department of Defense
	August 13, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Belgrade, Montana
	August 14, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Grand Junction, Colorado
	August 15, 2009

	Remarks at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Convention in Phoenix, Arizona
	August 17, 2009

	Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Nazran, Ingushetia, Russia
	August 17, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 18, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Former President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea
	August 18, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion
	August 19, 2009

	Interview With Michael A. Smerconish of the “Michael Smerconish Morning Show”
	August 20, 2009

	Remarks at the Organizing for America National Health Care Forum and a Question-and-Answer Session
	August 20, 2009

	Remarks on the Presidential and Provincial Elections in Afghanistan and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 21, 2009

	Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Ramadan
	August 21, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 22, 2009

	Remarks on the Reappointment of Ben S. Bernanke as Chairman of the Federal Reserve in Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts
	August 25, 2009

	Remarks on the Death of Senator Edward M. Kennedy from Chilmark, Massachusetts
	August 26, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Senator Edward M. Kennedy
	August 26, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 29, 2009

	Eulogy at the Funeral Service for Senator Edward M. Kennedy in Boston, Massachusetts
	August 29, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Plan for Pay Increases for Civilian Federal Employees
	August 31, 2009

	Remarks on H1N1 Influenza Preparedness and Response
	September 1, 2009

	Remarks at the Iftar Dinner
	September 1, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Designating Supplemental Funds To Enhance Capabilities To Combat the Global Influenza Outbreak
	September 2, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 5, 2009

	Remarks at the AFL–CIO Labor Day Picnic in Cincinnati, Ohio
	September 7, 2009

	Question-and-Answer Session With Students at Wakefield High School in Arlington, Virginia
	September 8, 2009

	Remarks to Students and Faculty at Wakefield High School in Arlington
	September 8, 2009

	Statement on the G–20 Summit in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	September 8, 2009

	Remarks at a Memorial Service for Walter L. Cronkite in New York City
	September 9, 2009

	Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the France- United States Taxation Convention
	September 9, 2009

	Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on Health Care Reform
	September 9, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	September 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters
	September 10, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
	September 10, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2009 Stanley Cup Champion Pittsburgh Penguins
	September 10, 2009

	Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony at the Pentagon Memorial in Arlington, Virginia
	September 11, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 12, 2009

	Remarks in Minneapolis, Minnesota
	September 12, 2009

	Remarks in New York City
	September 14, 2009

	Remarks During a Discussion With General Motors Employees in Lordstown, Ohio
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at the General Motors Assembly Plant in Lordstown
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at the AFL–CIO National Convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Arlen Specter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception for Senator Arlen Specter in Philadelphia
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada and an Exchange With Reporters
	September 16, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada on Accelerating Economic Recovery and Job Creation
	September 16, 2009

	Remarks at an Olympic, Paralympic, and Youth Sport Event
	September 16, 2009

	Remarks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Annual Award Gala
	September 16, 2009

	Remarks on Missile Defense Systems in Europe
	September 17, 2009

	Remarks at the University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland
	September 17, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting Posthumously the Congressional Medal of Honor to Sergeant First Class Jared C. Monti
	September 17, 2009

	Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Rosh Hashanah
	September 17, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Education Reform Legislation
	September 17, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 19, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
	September 19, 2009

	Remarks at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy, New York
	September 21, 2009

	Statement on Armenian National Day
	September 21, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten to Commit, or Support Terrorism
	September 21, 2009

	Remarks at the United Nations Climate Change Summit in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and President Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks at the Fifth Annual Meeting of the Clinton Global Initiative in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama of Japan in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia and an Exchange With Reporters in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks at the United Nations Security Council Summit on Nonproliferation and Nuclear Disarmament in New York City
	September 24, 2009

	Statement on the Appointment of Paul G. Kirk, Jr., as a United States Senator for Massachusetts
	September 24, 2009

	Remarks With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France and Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	September 25, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in Pittsburgh
	September 25, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 26, 2009

	Remarks at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Dinner
	September 26, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With North Atlantic Treaty Organization Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen
	September 29, 2009

	Remarks at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland
	September 30, 2009

	Statement on the Earthquake and Tsunami in the South Pacific Region
	September 30, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Energy Reform Legislation
	September 30, 2009

	Statement on the United Nations Security Council Resolution on the Protection of Women and Children in Conflict
	September 30, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic Governors Association Fundraiser
	October 1, 2009

	Remarks on the Natural Disasters in the South Pacific and Indonesia and the Situation in Iran
	October 1, 2009

	Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of Mahatma Gandhi
	October 1, 2009

	Remarks to the International Olympic Committee in Copenhagen, Denmark
	October 2, 2009

	Remarks at a Question-and-Answer Session With Members of the International Olympic Committee in Copenhagen
	October 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen of Denmark in Copenhagen
	October 2, 2009

	Remarks on Arrival From Copenhagen
	October 2, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	October 2, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 3, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	October 5, 2009

	Remarks at the National Counterterrorism Center in McLean, Virginia
	October 6, 2009

	Statement on Storm and Flood Damage in the Philippines
	October 6, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the National Medals of Science and National Medals of Technology and Innovation
	October 7, 2009

	Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating Scientific Exploration
	October 7, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the United States-India Nuclear Cooperation Approval and Nonproliferation Enhancement Act
	October 8, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of Wavier Certification Under the Clean Diamond Trade Act
	October 8, 2009

	Remarks on Winning the Nobel Peace Prize
	October 9, 2009

	Remarks on Consumer Financial Protection
	October 9, 2009

	Statement on the Canonization of Father Damien De Veuster
	October 9, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 10, 2009

	Remarks at the Human Rights Campaign Annual Dinner
	October 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 13, 2009

	Remarks on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	October 13, 2009

	Remarks at PBS’s “Fiesta Latina: In Performance at the White House”
	October 13, 2009

	Remarks in Fairfax County, Virginia
	October 14, 2009

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order Increasing Participation of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in Federal Programs
	October 14, 2009

	Remarks Celebrating the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate
	October 14, 2009

	Remarks at Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter School in New Orleans, Louisiana
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in New Orleans
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in San Francisco, California
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in San Francisco
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks on the 20th Anniversary of the Points of Light Institute in College Station, Texas
	October 16, 2009

	Remarks to Texas A&M University Marine Corps Cadets in College Station
	October 16, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Trade With Haiti
	October 16, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 17, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotic Traffickers Centered in Colombia
	October 16, 2009

	Remarks at Viers Mill Elementary School in Silver Spring, Maryland
	October 19, 2009

	Statement on the Situation in Sudan
	October 19, 2009  

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Unit Citation to Alpha Troop, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks to Joint Terrorism Task Force Staff Members in New York City
	October 20, 2009

	Statement on the Presidential Election in Afghanistan
	October 20, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in New York City
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in New York City
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks at Metropolitan Archives, LLC, in Landover, Maryland
	October 21, 2009

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Hackensack, New Jersey
	October 21, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act of 2009
	October 22, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Legislation To Create the Consumer Financial Protection Agency
	October 22, 2009  

	Videotaped Remarks to the Israeli Presidential Conference: Facing Tomorrow 2009
	October 21, 2009

	Remarks at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, Massachusetts
	October 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception for Governor Deval L. Patrick in Boston, Massachusetts
	October 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Governor Deval L. Patrick in Boston
	October 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Christopher J. Dodd in Stamford, Connecticut
	October 23, 2009

	Statement on the 26th Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack on the United States Marine Corps Barracks in Beirut, Lebanon
	October 23, 2009

	Message to the Congress on the Declaration of a National Emergency With Respect to the 2009 H1N1 Influenza Pandemic
	October 23, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 24, 2009

	Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Baghdad, Iraq
	October 25, 2009

	Remarks at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Florida
	October 26, 2009

	Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Jordan-Israel Peace Treaty
	October 26, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Reception in Miami, Florida
	October 26, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Dinner in Miami
	October 26, 2009

	Remarks at the DeSoto Next Generation Solar Energy Center in Arcadia, Florida
	October 27, 2009

	Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate R. Creigh Deeds in Norfolk, Virginia
	October 27, 2009

	Statement on Congressional Action on Legislation To Crack Down on Overseas Tax Havens
	October 27, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation on the National Emergency With Respect to Sudan
	October 27, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Congressional Gold Medal to Former Senator Edward W. Brooke
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the Cochairs of the President’s Intelligence Advisory Board and Senior Members of the Intelligence Community
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks on the Enactment of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks on Small Business and Health Care Reform
	October 29, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 29, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	October 29, 2009

	Statement on Czech Republic’s National Day
	October 28, 2009

	Statement on the Anniversary of the Founding of Turkey
	October 29, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Extension Act of 2009
	October 30, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 31, 2009

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Camden, New Jersey
	November 1, 2009

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Newark, New Jersey
	November 1, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board
	November 2, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister John Fredrik Reinfeldt of Sweden
	November 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany
	November 3, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With European Union Leaders
	November 3, 2009

	Remarks to Students at James C. Wright Middle School in Madison, Wisconsin
	November 4, 2009

	Remarks at James C. Wright Middle School in Madison
	November 4, 2009

	Statement on the 30th Anniversary of the Seizure of the United States Embassy in Tehran, Iran
	November 4, 2009

	Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating Classical Music
	November 4, 2009

	Remarks at the Opening of the White House Tribal Nations Conference and a Discussion With Tribal Leaders
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Seretse Khama Ian Khama of Botswana
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks at the Closing of the White House Tribal Nations Conference
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Worker, Homeownership, and Business Assistance Act of 2009
	November 6, 2009

	Message to the Congress on the Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
	November 6, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 7, 2009

	Remarks on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 7, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 7, 2009

	Remarks on House of Representatives Passage of Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 8, 2009

	Remarks at a Memorial Service at Fort Hood, Texas
	November 10, 2009

	Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
	November 11, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Military Spouses Residency Relief Act
	November 11, 2009

	Memorandum on Inventory of Files Related to Fort Hood Shooting
	November 10, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	November 12, 2009

	Remarks to Military Personnel and Their Families at Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage, Alaska
	November 12, 2009

	Statement on a Business Roundtable Report on Health Care Reform
	November 12, 2009

	Statement on the Ukrainian Holodomor Remembrance Day
	November 13, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and Japan Toward a World Without Nuclear Weapons
	November 13, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and Japan on Climate Change Negotiations
	November 13, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama of Japan in Tokyo, Japan
	November 13, 2009

	Remarks in Tokyo
	November 14, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 14, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Singapore
	November 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in Singapore
	November 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia in Singapore
	November 15, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Party Secretary of the Shanghai Municipal Committee Yu Zhengsheng in Shanghai, China
	November 16, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Shanghai
	November 16, 2009

	Statement on the Release of the 2008 Household Food Security Report
	November 16, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Beijing, China
	November 17, 2009

	Remarks Prior to an Expanded Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Beijing
	November 17, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Beijing
	November 17, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Republic of China
	November 17, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Republic of China on Clean Energy
	November 17, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With Premier Wen Jiabao of China in Beijing
	November 18, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 18, 2009

	Interview With Xiang Xi of the Southern Weekly in Beijing
	November 18, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea in Seoul, South Korea
	November 19, 2009

	Remarks at Osan Air Base, South Korea
	November 19, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 21, 2009

	Remarks on the “Educate to Innovate” Campaign
	November 23, 2009

	Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting
	November 23, 2009

	Remarks at the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award Ceremony
	November 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India
	November 24, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India
	November 24, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and India: Partnership for a Better World
	November 24, 2009

	Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India
	November 24, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea in South Korea
	November 19, 2009

	Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on Native American Heritage Day
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on Albanian Independence Day
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on Bosnia and Herzegovina National Day
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Abe Pollin
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
	November 25, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 26, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Plan for Pay Increases for Civilian Federal Employees
	November 30, 2009

	Statement on Romanian National Day
	December 1, 2009

	Statement on Central African Republic National Day
	December 1, 2009

	Remarks at the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York
	December 1, 2009

	Remarks at the Opening Session of the Jobs and Economic Growth Forum
	December 3, 2009

	Remarks at the Closing Session of the Jobs and Economic Growth Forum and a Question-and-Answer Session
	December 3, 2009

	Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree
	December 3, 2009

	Remarks at Lehigh Carbon Community College and a Question-and-Answer Session in Allentown, Pennsylvania
	December 4, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia on the Expiration of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
	December 4, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 5, 2009

	Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
	December 6, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 7, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	December 8, 2009

	Statement on the Settlement of the Cobell Class-Action Lawsuit on Indian Trust Management
	December 8, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders
	December 9, 2009

	Remarks on Community Health Centers
	December 9, 2009

	Exchange With Reporters in Oslo, Norway
	December 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg of Norway and an Exchange With Reporters in Oslo
	December 10, 2009

	Remarks on Accepting the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo
	December 10, 2009

	Remarks at the Nobel Banquet in Oslo
	December 10, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of Hanukkah
	December 11, 2009

	Memorandum on Eleventh Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation
	December 11, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 12, 2009

	Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”
	December 13, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Leaders of the Financial Services Industry
	December 14, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Michel Sleiman of Lebanon and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 14, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Members of the Business Community in Alexandria, Virginia
	December 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Senate Democrats on Health Care Reform
	December 15, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Jobs Creation Legislation
	December 16, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployments of United States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
	December 16, 2009

	Remarks at a Plenary Session of the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark
	December 18, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Copenhagen
	December 18, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of the Hmong New Year
	December 18, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in Copenhagen
	December 18, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 19, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform and Climate Change
	December 19, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Securing Americans Value and Efficiency Award
	December 21, 2009

	Remarks at the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Washington
	December 21, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Community Lenders and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 22, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Ann Nixon Cooper
	December 22, 2009

	Remarks on Senate Passage of Health Care Reform Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 24, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 24, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Percy Sutton
	December 27, 2009

	Remarks in Kaneohe, Hawaii
	December 28, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of Kwanzaa
	December 28, 2009

	Remarks in Kaneohe
	December 29, 2009

	Memorandum on Aviation Screening Technology and Procedures Review
	December 29, 2009

	Memorandum on Inventory of Watchlisting Files and Procedures Review
	December 29, 2009

	Message to the Congress on the Generalized System of Preferences
	December 23, 2009

	Memorandum of Disapproval for Legislation Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2010
	December 30, 2009

	Statement on Preliminary Assessments From Reviews Ordered on the Christmas Day Terrorist Attack
	December 31, 2009

	Message to the Central Intelligence Agency on the Terrorist Attack in Khost Province, Afghanistan
	December 31, 2009

	Appendix A—Digest of Other White House Announcements
	Appendix B—Nominations Submitted to the Senate
	Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases
	Appendix D—Presidential Documents Published in the Federal Register
	Subject Index
	Name Index
	Document Categories List

		Superintendent of Documents
	2013-09-09T09:14:31-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




